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ing to Jewish Apocalyptic literature, precedes the redemption. The
days of redemption are also characterized by the spread of the
secret doctrine; in order to accelerate the process of redemption,
one must delve deeply into Kabbalah during our generation, which
is the generation of the eve of redemption. Thus, Asher Zelig did
much to disseminate the teachings of the Kabbalah, and most of
his books are dedicated to this end. Many of his books concentrate
on the praises of Simeon bar Yohai and his son Elazar, those
exemplars of the Kabbalah who also have a messianic mission. Asher
Zelig also preached the practice of kabbalistic rituals and worked
for their development and wide-spread observance — primarily the
Lag BaOmer pilgrimage to the grave of Simeon bar Yohai in Meron
for prayer and study.
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traction). Our main concern is not in the historical development of
the controversy, but rather in the reconstruction and elucidation
of the Cordoveroan and Lurianic positions, in order to bring to light
their philosophic differences.

I attempt to establish three theses: 1) the relatively nominalist
character of the Cordoveroan Kabbalah is determined by the battle
to uphold the concept of perfection as entailing unchangeableness,
and the transformation of this concept into a guiding principle
determines the relatively nominalist character of the Cordoveroan
Kabbalah; 2) the Lurianic Kabbalah rejects on principle the con-
cept of perfection as entailing unchangeableness; on the contrary,
it teaches a truly dialectic conception based on the concept of con-
tinuous creation, and as a result it tends toward realism; 3) the
question of whether zimzum is literal, which was first asked by
kabbalists in the generation following Luria, corresponds to the
philosophical problem of nominalism vs. realism; historically it was
the projection of a distinctively Cordoveroan problem on an implicit
undefined problem in the Lurianic Kabbalah.

Cordovero’s concept of the hiddenness of “Ein Sof” serves the
nominalist conception. His claim that there is no “egression” — in
the sense of real motion in the Infinite light which sustains the
“Sefirot” — lends support to the idea of nominalism. The true
dialectic which characterizes the Lurianic thought is in the very
argument that motion in “Ein Sof,” which in the Lurianic vocabulary
is called “‘regression,” is both the revealing or bringing into being
of the element of limitation and simultaneously the bringing into
being of worlds. This dialectic is what dictates realism and is indeed
literal zimzum: regression on the one hand, egression on the other
hand. In both cases the Infinite light itself is what brings all things
into being, and they are all emanated from it. This understanding
of the Divine process serves to strengthen the conception that nothing
can ever come into being without the motion of the Divine Essence.
Cordovero would certainly not have accepted such an interpreta-
tion, as he strove to maintain the concept of non-egression, i.e., no
true motion of Ein-Sof.

Not only did regression and egression ‘“happen’ according to the

[X]

Lurianic Kabbalah, but they are moreover the ultimate factors, the
principles of Being, without which there is nothing.

THE ULTRA-ORTHODOX COMMUNITY
AND THE DEAD SEA SECT

Y. Liebes

In this article we investigate the teachings of Rabbi Asher Zelig
Margolioth, a thinker of the ultra-orthodox community in Jerusalem
at the beginning of the 20th century. His doctrine, expressed in his
many works, is similar in nature to the sectarian ideology of the
Judean Desert Sect from the end of the Second Temple, although
there was no connection between them. This sectarian ideology
posits dualistic predestination: the division of the nation into the
Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness, the Sons of Light being
the members of the sect alone i.e., the ultra-orthodox community,
while the Sons of Darkness are the rest of the Jewish people. This
division is not only ex post facto, a result of people’s deeds, but also
a priori, according to the very roots of their souls. Therefore, the
ultra-orthodox should not aspire to influence the wicked. The
repentance of the wicked is not even desirable, as it would cause
the mixing of good and evil, confusion, and the delay of redemption.
The ultra-orthodox must separate themselves absolutely from the
wicked and their ways and must aspire to their utter annihilation.
This annihilation is one of the signs of redemption whose im-
manence Asher Zelig sensed. Zionism and the State of Israel, the
symbol of the great triumph of the Sons of Darkness (or, in his
works, “riffraff’’), are also, in a paradoxical sense, a sign of re-
demption and the coming of the Messiah. This position should not
be mistaken either as an affinity for Religious Zionism (Asher Zelig
hated the Religious Zionists even more than secularists) or as praise
of Zionism or the State. The triumph of the “riffraff” is merely the
“birthpangs of the Messiah.” the extreme wickedness which, accord-
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