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ON THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM

I. ““ And the Lord said unto Abraham, Depart out 1
of thy land, and out of thy kindred, and out of thy
father’s house, into the land which I shall shew thee ;
and I will make thee a great nation and will bless thee
and will make thy name great, and thou shalt be
blessed. And I will bless them that bless thee, and
them that curse thee I will curse, and in thee shall all
the tribes of the earth be blessed ” (Gen. xii. 1-8).

God begins the carrying out of His will 2
to cleanse man'’s soul by giving it a starting-point for
full salvation in its removal out of three localities,
namely, body, sense-perception, and speech. “ Land”
or ““ country ” is a symbol of body,  kindred ” of
sense-perception, * father’s house ” of speech. How
so? Because the body took its substance out of 3
earth (or land) and is again resolved into earth. Moses
is a witness to this, when he says, *“ Earth thou art
and into earth shalt thou return ” (Gen. iii. 19) ; in-
deed he also says that the body was clay formed into
human shape by God’s moulding hand, and what
suffers solution must needs be resolved into the
elements which were united to form it. Sense-per-
ception, again, is of one kin and family with under-
standing, the irrational with the rational, for both
these are parts of one soul. And speech is our
“ father’s house,” “ father’s ” because Mind is our

133




4

b

~5

(a9, 6
.~4 \2/
]

i [
:']?

e

(» | {‘\(

/

,7)

it
‘J D UJ[,‘ D)
| . is clearly the inner part of the house. For the thought that

e/
’d;\
VA
' ‘J\."(}
oW
IRURY,

oF -
.
e

els SxacTov TOV pepdv Tas AP e'av'roﬁ’ va’dp,efg
xal Swavduwy els adra Tas évepyelas emp.e)\et,alv
Te Kal émurpomy dvnuuévos dmavTwv, olkos 86:
& & Swuwrdraw, s dAAns' dmefppnpévos oixlas 6
Xdyos: rkalbdmep yap avdpos éoria, :cai’ vod ,)\oyog
&dwairmua. éavtov yodv kal doa av :sv@vpxgpua'ra
réky, womep v oiky TG Adyw 8La951.g Kal :Sca-
roopfjoas émdelicvurar. ) Bav,u,go?')g
3¢, €l vob Tov Aoyov & avbparme KGKAnI:GV oliov*
Kal yop Tov T@V GAwv vodv, Zdv ?eév, olioy éxew
énoi Tov éavrod Acyov. ob T’T]’\VQ(}SG.‘V‘TG.?'LGI’I' 6
downris Aafav dvricpus (iu.o}\oya'm'b otk éoTe
Tot70 GAX’ 7) ofkos feod,” loov 7@ 6 70D Beod olkos
odi 2orL TobTo TOV €ls detéw pxopévawr 1) curodws
mrrvrov O alolnow, ovk éotw, AN ddparos,
Gedils, Yuxf pévov ws Poxi KaTaAa;LﬁavépevoE.
7is Qv odv ey mhy S Adyos ¢ pr"eaﬁvTeeog TV
yéveow elqdérwr, od Kagoi,'lrep olaxos evafw;p.:
pévos 6 Taw GAwv  KkvBeprins mdakiovyel Ta
oYumavra, Kal Ore éxoopomAdoTel XpmodjLevos
Spydve Tobrw mpos TY dvumalTiov TGV dmoTelov-
pévwy ovoTacw ;

1 mss. 8\gs, which perhaps might be retained in the sense
of the *“ homestead as a whole.”
@ Or “ chamber,” ¢f. Il. vi. 490 and elsewhere, where oixos

while mind has a wider range, its most intimate home is
speech, cf. the explanation of 7d» &yyw7ra as speech in
e Ebr. T1. B
2 » Or “ this is not the House of God, only (yet) there is a
House of God.” Mr. Whitaker defended his translation by
suggesting that Philo is following the occasional use of ¢\’ 7
in the rxx for “certainly,” e.g. 2 Chron. xix. 8. But the
explanation which follows seems to me to point to the
alternative translation given above, and in this case the use
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 3-6

father, sowing in each of the parts of the body the
faculties that issue from itself, and assigning to them
their workings, being in control and charge of them
all; house—because mind has speech for its house @
or living-room, secluded from the rest of the home-
stead. It is Mind’s living-place, just as the hearth-
side is man’s. It is there that Mind displays in 4
orderly form itself and all the conceptions to which
it gives birth, treating it as a man treats a house.

And marvel not at Moses having given
to speech the title of Mind’s house in man ; for in-
deed he says that God, the Mind of the universe, has
for His house His own Word. It was the vision of 5
this Word that the Self-trainer received when he
emphatically declares “ This is assuredly not the
House of God ”? (Gen. xxviii. 17), as much as to say
“The House of God is not this that is all round me,
consisting of things at which we can point or that fall
under sense-perception generally, no, not such is
God’s House, but invisible, withdrawn from sight, and
apprehended only by soul as soul.® Who, then, can 6
that House be, save the Word who is antecedent to
all that has come into existence ? the Word, which
the Helmsman of the Universe grasps as a rudder to
guide all things on their course ? FEven as, when He
was fashioning the world, He employed it as His
instrument, that the fabric of His handiwork might
be without reproach.

of aAN’ 7 would be something like that in Deut. iv. 12 (quoted
in 48). In De Som. i. 185 we have another way of taking
the verse. 3

¢ Or “soul in the true sense of the word.” Philo means
that he is not using the word in the wider sense of the whole
soul or life of the animal, but for the mind or dominant
principal. See App. p. 560.
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PHILO THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 7-11
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 11-14

thee, letting no portion of them be alienated and fall
into other hands, thou shalt claim instead a happy
life, enjoying in perpetuity the benefit and pleasure
derived from good things not foreign to thee but
thine own. Again, quit speech also, *“ thy 12
father’s house,” as Moses calls it, for fear thou
shouldst be beguiled by beauties of mere phrasing,
and be cut off from the real beauty, which lies in the
matter expressed. Monstrous it is that shadow
should be preferred to substance or a copy to originals.
And verbal expression is like a shadow or copy, while
the essential bearing of the matters conveyed by
words resembles substance and originals ; and it
behoves the man, whose aim it is to be rather than
to seem, to dissociate himself from the former and
hold fast to the latter.
that when the Mind begins to know itself and to hold
converse with the things of mind, it will thrust away
from it that part of the soul which inclines to the
province of sense-perception, the inclining which
among the Hebrews is entitled “ Lot.” Hence the
wise man is represented as saying outright, ““ Separate
thyself from me ” (Gen. xiii. 9). For it is impossible
for one who is possessed by love for all that is
incorporeal and incorruptible to dwell together with
one who leans towards the objects of sense-perception
doomed to die. Right well, then, did the Sacred 14
Guide inscribe one entire sacred book of the Law-
giving *“ Exagoge’’ or “ Leading out,” for the name
thus found was appropriate to the oracles contained
init. For being well qualified to train men and fully
furnished for the admonition and correction of those
who were capable of admonition and correction, he
contemplates the task of taking out all the population
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¢ “Things outside the body ” (see note on Quod Det. 7)

interpret the *“ inhabitants of Egypt” in § 14, as ““ the things
of the body ” interpret Egypt.

° For the interpretation of these ‘“‘works’’ or tasks as
slavery to the passions and the like ¢f. De Conf. 93.

¢ Here begins the digression about Joseph which continues
to the end of § 24. The opening words of § 16 are a medita-
tion on Gen. 1. 26 * And Joseph died (érehetrnoe. of. uéxpe s
TeAevrijs) and was buried, and they laid him in a coffin (oopw),
in Egypt.” The lesson deduced is that the compromising
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 14-18

tﬁeir bodily wéll—being, a
things outside the body,? which was theirs, for
S : 4 , for we read
t}}:a? the cl’l,lldren of Israel groaned by reaso;e':)f
their works» When they do this, the
! prophet regarding thei
coznmg out, and His prophet delivers t}im. T
tainB_l{c;ﬁn;ﬁ mal;e a }:;ruce with the body and main- 16
it i eir death, and ied in i i
b Lt and are buried in it as in a

; ned to oblivi

Buff if anywhere by the side of theseg there grolvlv‘:(:lr}l).
a v1rtue—loy1ng tendency, it is saved from extinction
by memories, which are a means of keeping alive the
flame of noble qualities. IV. So the Holy 17
Word,_ deeming it unfitting that pure things should
have impure things associated with them, provides
for the safe-keeping of Joseph’s bones, by which I
mean the only relics of such a soul as were left
behind untouched by corruption and worthy of per-
petual memory (Gen. 1. 25).¢ Those of the 18
}?tter kind were these ; Joseph’s confidence that

God will visit ”” the race that has vision (Gen. 1. 24),

Joseph-nature is “buried in the body
. > and fe
;)tefézy h?lve hxg};er kthidn]gs or ““ bones ’{ heseoggr:tieerxl;lel;;xlf
and serve to kin, 1 i
s o 560, ¢ excellence in others.
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1 MSS. gmovdhy.
2 Wend. conjectures <r@v d\nfds drrwvy. I am not sure

that it is necessary to suppose any lacuna.
3 mss. omovda{brTwr.

@ See App. p. 560, on § 17. g ;
> A(:xe allrl)gi(}:) to the description of Potiphar in the rxx
(Gen. xxxix. 1) as chief cook.
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 18-20

and will not utterly hand it over to Ignorance, that
blind task-mistress ; his discernment between the
mortal and the incorruptible portions of the soul and
his leaving behind to Egypt those which had to do
with bodily pleasures and other forms of unrestrained
passion, while concerning the incorruptible parts he
made an agreement, that they should accompany
those who went up to the cities of virtue, and should
be conveyed thither, and had the agreement secured
by an oath. What, then, are the un- 19
corrupted parts ¢ His having nothing to do with
Pleasure when she says, ““ Let us lie together ” (Gen.
XxxiX. 7) and enjoy the good things of mankind :
the shrewdness coupled with the resoluteness which
enabled him to recognize the products of empty
fancies which many accounted to be good, and to
distinguish them as mere dreams from thoge which
are really so ; and to confess that the true and certain
interpretations of things are given under God’s guid
ance (Gen. xl. 8), while the doubtful imaginations
that have no certainty follow the rule and line of the
erring and deluded life of men who have not under-
gone purification, a life that finds its joy in the
delights provided by bakers and cooks? and butlers.
Other traits of incorruption were these : he was pro- 20
claimed not the subject, but the ruler of all Egypt,
the domain of the body (Gen. xli. 41) : he was proud
to own himself a member of the Hebrew race
(Gen. x1. 15), whose wont it is, as the name ** Hebrew
or “ Migrant indicates, to quit the objects of sense-
perception and go after those of Mind : he gloried
in the fact that © here he had done nothing ”* (ibid.),
for to have performed no single act such as the
worthless people there admired, but to have utterly

143




7

PHILO

7 1 3 ’
21 vau wdvTa ov petpiws rouweréy—, TO éumailew

emifupudv Kal mavTWV mafdv &HGTP[:ILS, ':c‘) :{)0,36,'6-
oBar Tov Bedy, €l Kkal pndénw yéyovev dyamdy ikavs,
76 Lwhs &v AlydmTe y.e'mﬂme‘icrﬂiu TS a)T\nﬂovg——
(V.) 6 &7 favpdoas 6 6p&}v,, Kal yap ’a§wvt"qvt KaTa-
mhayiral, émot- péya poi éoTww, €l ére 6 vios pov
Twond {7, aAa un Kevals Séfaus Kai TG VEKPO-

’

ANIE -~ 4
22 dopovLévey OWHOTL cuvrélymie—, 1O Spoloyety 0Tt

93 &yvopov €mTLOTACLAY.

“ 105 Qecod éori,’ TV S els yéveow e’P\.‘?é}szv
oddevds, TO 'vapl.gé‘u.evov To'is‘ &55)\2’)0?5’ 'n'o,w“ras
rods GLAoswudToUs Kt oo Kar.,aa),\evaab TpomOVS
Eordvas maylws ém TGOV 1wy olopevovs Soypdrav
Kol Gra KpdTOS gmoacbar, 70 ?avacﬁ p Tpos
avbpdmwy dmeardAdaL, fm'é’ 8¢ Tob 0‘eov _Kexepo-
rovijolat wpds TNV TOD OWUATOS Kal 7OV (€KTOS

1 moMa 8¢ Kkai dMa
rodrots SpowdTpoma TS auelvovos (cai s.:feparr,e'puig
Svra Tdéews, AlyvmTov TOV GWLOTLKOV OLKOV oixelv
odi Gréxerar ovd’ Qbdmrerar gopd TO TAPATIAV,

~

~ ’ f 4 &
[440] Ew 3¢ avrds Tob Bymrod | KexwpnroTa MAPETS

o4 Tar* Beopobdéry A\éyqu Mawvofj modnyeTov

.

\
yTL TPOPEUS
! £ ’
vap ral TiOn 5o70s 0OTELWY EPYWY, Adywv,
-~ b) ’ 3 -~
Bov}\eupw',rwv, &, kdv Tols €vavTiols avaxpali moTe

’

~ ~ ’ QN
N Su Ty dmogvyxvTOY TOU fvyrod moAvLLyLaV, ovSa‘i

oy

7

2
Hrrov diaxpivel mapeNddv, wa un) péxpL TavTos Ta
fay and

1 Wend. and Mangey put a comma after émwoTa0
correct dvéxeral, évOdmTETAL wapéxerar of the mss. to the
corresponding infinitives. See App. P- 560.

2 yss. Oakpiverat, See App. p. 561.
~ @ See App. p- 560 .

b %‘ekfe tl?(ﬁlglilt of the body as a dead thing from the first,
which the soul supports, has been more fully developed in
Leg. All. iii. 69 £. Cf. also De Agr. 25.
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hated and eschewed them all, was conduct that called 21

for no slight praise : he derided lusts and all passions
and their gross excesses (Gen. xxxix. 14, 17):37he
feared God (Gen. xlii. 18) even though he was not
yet ready to love Him : when in Egypt he claimed
as his own the life that is real life, (V.) a claim which
caused Israel to marvel in just amazement, and to
cry, “Itis a great matter in my eyes if my son Joseph
still lives” (Gen. xlv. 28), and has not shared the
death of vain opinions, and of the body the corpse
he carries with him :? he confesses that he is God’s 22
(Gen. 1. 19),° not the property of any created being :
when making himself known to his brethren he thrust
perforce from his presence, shaken and tottering, all
those frames of mind that make the body their
delight and think that their own doctrines afford them
a firm standing (Gen. xlv. 1£): he declared that
he had not received his commission at the hands of
men, but had been appointed by God (Gen. xlv. 7 £))
to be duly constituted controller of the body and of
things outside the body.?
but a few of the traits indicative of the better and
holier standing, which utterly refuse to dwell in
Egypt the bodily tenement, are never buried in a
coffin at all, but, having passed out of all that is
mortal, follow the guiding steps of Moses, the Law-
giving Word. For Moses is the nursing-father who 24
rears with fostering care noble deeds, words, designs,
which, albeit often mingled with their opposites owing
to the chaos and confusion which besets mortality,
he none the less comes forward and separates from

¢ E.V. “Am I in the place of God?”

4 Again, as in § 15, the two lower %oods serve to interpret
“ Lord of all his kouse and ruler of all the land of Egypt.”
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the rest, that the germs and shoots of moral excel-
lence may not permanently be obliterated and lost.
Moses also urges the Israelites to quit right stoutly 25
her who bears the name of mother of every mon-
strous thing, with no slow or lingering steps, but
with exceeding speed ; for he bids them with haste
to sacrifice the Passover (Ex. xii. 11), which means
“ a passing over,” to the intent that the Mind with
resolute purpose and unfailing eagerness may carry
out both its passing away from the passions without
turning back, and its thanksgiving to God its Saviour,
Who brought it forth into liberty when it looked not
for it. VI. And what is there to wonder at 26
in his urging the mind, that had been brought under
the control of irrational passion, not to give in, nor to
be swept down by the violence of that passion’s cur-
rent, but to resist with all its might, and, should it fail,
even to run away ? For flight remains as an alter-
native way of reaching safety for those who are not
able to repel the danger. See how Moses deals with
one who was by nature a sturdy fighter and had
never become the slave of passions, but was always
engaged in the conflict with each one of them ?@ Even
him he forbids to keep up his wrestlings to the end,
lest one day, by perpetually meeting them, he should
contract from them a pernicious taint: for many
before now have proved imitators of an opponent’s
vice, as others on the other hand have imitated his
virtue. For this reason a Divine intimation was 27
vouchsafed to him to this effect : ““ Turn back to the
land of thy father and thy kindred, and I will be
with thee ” (Gen. xxxi. 3) ; as much as to say “ Thou

higher wisdom represented by Isaac, which is beyond all
worldly thoughts.
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 27-31

hast proved thyself a perfect athlete, and been
awarded prizes and crowns with Virtue presiding and
holding forth to thee the meed of victory : but now
it is time for thee to have done with strife, lest thou
be ever toiling, and have no power to reap the fruits
of thy toil. This thou wilt never find while thou re-
mainest where thou art, dwelling still with the objects
of sense-perception, and spending thy days surrounded
by bodily existence in its varied aspects, whose head
and chief is Laban, bearing a name meaning variety
of character. Nay, thou must change thine abode
and betake thee to thy father’s land, the land of the
Word that is holy and in some sense father of those
who submit to training : and that land is Wisdom,

28

abode most choice of virtue-loving souls. In this 29

country there awaiteth thee the nature which is its
own pupil, its own teacher, that needs not to be fed
on milk as children are fed,® that has been stayed by
a Divine oracle from going down into Egypt (Gen.
xxvi. 2) and from meeting with the ensnaring pleasures
of the flesh. That nature is entitled Isaac. When
thou hast entered upon his inheritance, thou canst
unot but lay aside thy toil ; for the perpetual abun-
dance of good things ever ready to the hand gives
freedom from toil. ~And the fountain from which the
good things are poured forth is the companionship
of the bountiful God. He shews this to be so when
to set His seal upon the flow of His kindnesses, He

30

says “ I will be with thee.” VII. What 3,

fair thing, then, could fail when there was present
God the Perfecter, with gifts of grace, His virgin
daughters, whom the Father that begat them rears
up uncorrupted and undefiled ? Then are all forms
of studying, toiling, practising at rest ; and without
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 31-35

interference of art by contrivance of Nature there
come forth all things in one outburst charged with
benefit for all. And the harvest of spon- 32
taneous good things is called “ Release,” ¢ inasmuch
as the Mind is released from the working out of its
own projects, and is, we may say, emancipated from
self-chosen tasks, by reason of the abundance of the
rain and ceaseless shower of blessings. And these 33
are of a most marvellous nature and passing fair.
For the offspring of the soul’s own travail are for the
most part poor abortions, things untimely born ; but
those which God waters with the snows of heaven
come to the birth perfect, complete and peerless.

I feel no shame in recording my own 34
experience, a thing I know from its having happened
to me a thousand times. On some occasions, after
making up my mind to follow the usual course of
writing on philosophical tenets, and knowing defi-
nitely the substance of what I was to set down, I 0
have found my understanding incapable of giving 1&(2—
birth to a single idea, and have given it up without //;\
accomplishing anything, reviling my understanding i S

o

2L e
a/‘y

for its self-conceit, and filled with amazement at
the might of Him that 1s to Whom is due the 5 /27
opening and closing of the soul-wombs. On other 35/>7
occasions, I have approached my work empty and
suddenly become full, the ideas falling in a shower

from above and being sown invisibly, so that under

the influence of the Divine possession I have been

filled with corybantic frenzy and been unconscious

of anything, place, persons present, myself, words
spoken, lines written. For I obtained language, ideas,

an enjoyment of light, keenest vision, pellucid dis-

¢ See App. p. 561.
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tinctness of objects, such as might be received through
the eyes as the result of clearest shewing.?

VIII. Now the thing shewn is the thing worthy to 36
be seen, contemplated, loved, the perfect good, whose
nature it is to change all that is bitter in the soul
and make it sweet, fairest seasoning of all spices,
turning into salutary nourishment even foods that do
not nourish. Sowe read *“The Lord shewed him a tree,
and he cast it into the water ” (Ex. xv. 25), that is
into the flabby, flaccid mind teeming with bitterness,
that its savagery might be sweetened away. This 37
tree offers not nourishment only but immortality also,
for we are told that the Tree of Life has been planted
in the midst of the Garden (Gen. ii. 9), even Goodness
with the particular virtues and the doings which
accord with them to be its bodyguard. For it is
Virtue that has obtained as its own the central and
most honourable place in the soul. Such 38
is that which is shewn, and he that sees it is the wise
man, for fools are blind or dim-sighted. Thatis why
in former times they called the prophets seers (1 Sam.
ix. 9) ; and the Trainer of self was eager to exchange
ears for eyes, and to see what before he heard, and,
going beyond the inheritance which has hearing as
{ts source, he obtains that of which sight is the ruling
principle. For the current coin of learning and teach- 39
ing from which Jacob took his title is reminted into
the seeing Israel. Hereby comes to pass even the
seeing of the Divine light, identical with knowledge,
which opens wide the soul’s eye, and leads it to
apprehensions distinct and brilliant beyond those

s The concluding word “ shewing ™ serves to bridge over
transition from this meditation on the Spontaneous Blessings
to the discussion of the First Gift to Abraham, i.e. “the
land which I will shew thee.”
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¢ .. the Israel-soul, the seer, first sees the light, 4.e. know-
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objects of knowledge, and so knowledge (or wisdom) is the
““instrument” of sight (§ 40). ddagopoty agrees with ¢as,
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gained by the ears.® For as the application of the
principles of music? is apprehended through the
science of music, and the practice of each science
through that science, even so only through wisdom

comes discernment of what is wise. But wisdom is 40

not only, after the manner of light, an instrument of
sight, but is able to see its own self besides. Wisdom
is God’s archetypal luminary and the sun is a copy
and image of it. But he thgt shews each
several object is God, who alone is posgessed of per-
fect knowledge. For men are only said o have know-
ledge because they seem to know ; wheseas God is so
called because He is the possessor of knowledge
though the phrase does not adequately express this
nature ; for all things whatever that can be said
regarding Him that 1s fall far short of the reality of
His powers. He gives clear proof of His wisdom not 41
only from His having been the Artificer of the uni-
verse, but also from His having made the knowledge
of the things that had been brought into existence
His sure possession. For we read “ God saw all 42
things that He had made * (Gen. i. 81). This does
not just mean that He set His eyes on each of them, .
but that He had insight ¢ and knowledge and appre-
hension of the things which He had made. It follows
then that to give teaching and guidance on each
several thing, in fact to * shew ” them, to the
ignorant is Proper only for the One who knows, seeing
that He has not, as a man has, been profited by

® That 7& xkard means the  practical ‘application”’ is

ought out more clearly in Quod Det, 114, where we have
78 kaf éxdorny (sc. dpeTip) évepyfuara.

¢ See App. p.'562.
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 42-46

science and its lore, but is acknowledged to be Him-
self the Source and Fountain-head of science and
knowledge in all their forms.
IX. There is a deliberate intention when his words 43
take the form of a promise and define the time of
fulfilment not as present but future. He says not
“ which I am shewing ” but “ which I will shew thee ”
(Gen. xii. 1). Thus he testifies to the trust which the
soul reposed in God, exhibiting its thankfulness not
as called out by accomplished facts, but by expecta-
tion of what was to be. For the soul, clinging in 44
utter dependence on a good hope, and deeming that
things not present are beyond question already
present by reason of the sure stedfastness of Him
that promised them, has won as its meed faith, a
perfect good ; for we read a little later “ Abraham
believed God ”’ (Gen. xv. 6). To Moses, too, He says
in like manner, when He had shewn to him all the
Land, “ I shewed it to thine eyes, but thou shalt not
enter in ”” (Deut. xxxiv. 4). You must not think that 45
this was said, as some unconsidering people suppose,
to humiliate ® the all-wise leader ; for indeed it is folly
to imagine that the servants of God take precedence
of His friends in receiving their portion in the land
of virtue. No, what he wishes to bring home to you 46
first of all is that children have one place and full-
grown men another, the one named training, the
other called wisdom: secondly, that the fairest 7
things in nature are objects of Zight rather than of _)‘4{( ,:)
possession. For how is it possible to become possessed il
of things whose allotted place is nearer to the Divine ? s )20
Yet to see them is within the bounds of possibility ' 5 / o r
though not for all. It is exclusively for the purest ° ~ ‘1)
and most keen-eyed class, on whom the Father of all
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a Philo connects the ‘voice of words” with the gram-
matical use of pfuara for verbs and supposes the verse to
mean ordinary human voice you hear, but God’s voice
you see.”
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things, by shewing to them His own works, bestows
an all-surpassing gift. For what life is 47
better than a contemplative life, or more appropriate
to a rational being ? For this reason, whereas the
voice of mortal beings is judged by hearing, the sacred
oracles intimate that the words of God are seen as
light is seen ; for we are told that ‘ all the people
saw the Voice” (Ex. xx. 18), not that they heard
it ; for what was happening was not an impact on
air made by the organs of mouth and tongue, but
virtue shining with intense brilliance, wholly re-
sembling a fountain of reason, and this is also indicated
elsewhere on this wise : ““ Ye have seen that I have
spoken to you out of Heaven ’ (Ex. xx. 22), not
“ ye heard,” for the same cause as before. In one 48
place the writer distinguishes things heard from
things seen and hearing from sight, saying, “ Ye
heard a voice of words, and saw no similitude but only
a voice ”’ (Deut. iv. 12), making a very subtle distinc-
tion, for the voice dividing itself into noun and verb
and the parts of speech in general ® he naturally spoke
of as ““ audible,” for it comes to the test of hearing :
but the voice or sound that was not that of verbs and
nouns but of God, seen by the eye of the soul. he
rightly represents as “visible.” And after first 49
saying “ Ye saw no similitude ”’ he adds ‘‘ but only
a Voice,” evidently meaning the reader to supply
in thought ““ which you did see.” This shews that
words spoken by God are interpreted by the power of
sight residing in the soul, whereas those which are
divided up among the various parts of speech? appeal
to hearing. Fresh and original as is the 50
insight which he shews in all cases, there is a special

b See App. p. 562.
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¢ The thought seems to be that. while none of our sensa-
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and unusual originality in this instance in his saying
that the voice is visible, practically the only thing in
us, if understanding be left out of consideration,
which is not visible : for the objects of the senses
other than the eyes are all of them, colours, savours,
perfumes, things warm, things cold, things smooth,
things rough, things soft and hard, visible as bodies.
What this means I will state more 51
clearly. The savour is visible, not as a savour, but
only as a body, for as savour, it is the taste that will
know it ; and the odour, as odour, will be assayed by
the nostrils, but as body, by the eyes also ; and the
rest will be subject to the same double test.? But
it is not the nature of voice to be visible whether we
regard it as something audible or as body, if body
indeed it is;® but of our properties these two are
invisible, mind and speech. The truth is that our g
sound-producer is not similar to the Divine organ of
voice ; for ours mingles with air and betakes itself
to the place akin to it, the ears; but the Divine is
an organ of pure and unalloyed speech, too subtle
for the hearing to catch it, but visible to the soul
which is single in virtue of its keenness of sight.
X. So then, the first boon which God vouchsafes 53
to the soul after it has relinquished mortal things is,

as I have said, the shewing of things immortal and {
the power to contemplate them;—%d'm&:ond, SR Py >

progress in the principles of virtue, alike as regards
number and “greatness”: for He says, “ And I
will make thee to become a great nation,” implying
by the word * nation ” their number, and by the
tions are visible, those of taste, smell, and touch are produced
by visible objects.

D Accordix;g1 to the Stoics ¢wr7 is a body, but Philo does
not unreservedly accept this.
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draw near for the benefit of those who are worthy
to receive His benefits. XI. But who are they that
are worthy to obtain these ? Is it not clear that all
the lovers of wisdom and knowledge are so? For 58
these are the wise and understanding people which
was spoken of, each member of which is with good
reason great, since he reaches out after great things ;
and after one most eagerly, never to be severed from
God, the supremely Great, but without dismay sted-
fastly to abide His approach as He draws near. This 59
is the defining mark of the people that is “ great,”
to draw nigh to God, or to be that ¢ to which God
draws nigh.” Now the world and the
wise man, the world-citizen,* is filled full of good
things many and great, but the remaining mass of
men experiences evil things in greater number, but
fewer good things ; for in the medley and confusion
of human life that which is fair and goodly is rare and
scanty. And for this reason the sacred oracles con- 60
tain this utterance : “* Not because ye aré numerous
beyond all the nations did the Lord prefer and choose
you out: for ye surpass all the nations in fewness ;
but because the Lord loveth you » (Deut. vii. 7 £.).
For were a man to desire to distribute, as it were into
nations, the crowd contained in a single soul, many
disorderly companies would he find, commanded by
leasures or desires or griefs or fears or again by
follies and wrongdoings, and the nearest kinsfolk
of these, but one only well-ordered, of which right
reason is the captain. Now, in the judge- 61
ment of men the multitude of the unjust is preferred
to the single just; but in God’s judgement the few
good to the myriad unjust ; and He charges the just

& See note on De Op. 3.
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THE MIGRATION OF ABRAHAM, 122-125

of the earth be blessed.” And it is by
reason of this that Abraham, the wise, when he
had made trial of God’s unvarying loving-kindness,
believed that, even if all else be done away, but some
small relic of virtue be preserved as a live coal to
kindle with, for the sake of this little piece He looks
with pity on the rest also, so as to raise up fallen things

and to quicken dead things (Gen. xviii. 24 f.). For a 123

smouldering spark, even the very smallest, when it is
blown up and made to blaze, lights a great pile ; and
so the least particle of virtue, when, warmed into life
by bright hopes, it has shone out, gives sight to eyes
that erst were closed and blind, and causes withered
things to bloom again, and recovers to prolific fertility
all that were barren by nature and therefore without
offspring. Even so scanty goodness by God’s favour
expands and becomes abundant, assimilating all else

to itself. XXII. Let us pray then that, like a 124

central pillar in a house, there may constantly remain
for the healing of our maladies the righteous mind in
the soul and in the human race the righteous man ;
for while he is sound and well, there is no cause to
despair of the prospect of complete salvation, for our
Saviour God holds out, we may be sure, the most all-
healing remedy, His gracious Power, and commits it
to His suppliant and worshipper to use for the deliver-
ance of those who are sickly, that he may apply it as
an embrocation to those soul-wounds which were left
gaping by the sword-edge of follies and injustices and
all the rest of the horde of vices. The
most patent example is righteous Noah, who, when so
many parts of the soul had been swallowed up by the
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