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English Abstract:

A Zoharic blessing with Christian background
By Yehuda Liebes

The Zoharic usual blessing beginning with 'zakkaa' is not found in pre-
Zoharic Aramaic. It can be explained as influenced by the saying of Jesus
in Matthew 5:5 in Greek or Latin, combined with Isaiah 60:21. However,
Jesus' dictum assumes in the Zohar Jewish nationalistic and ‘democratic’
meaning, making circumcision the only criterion for obtaining the world to
come. However, elsewhere the 'Zakkain inun Yisrael' formula assumes
much more elitist meaning, as the Zohar qualifies much more rigidly the
'zakkin' and 'tsaddikim’, which brings this formula closer to the sectarian

mood of the Jesus dictum.
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